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EUFAR ‐ EUropean Facility for Airborne Research 

is an Integrating Activity of the EC FP7
Budget ~6 M€ Duration 4 years (2014‐2018) 24 Partners 3 instruments and 19 

aircraft open to Trans‐national Access ‐ www.eufar.net

Provide scientists with access at equal terms to the most 
complete range of research infrastructures
 Develop trans-national access to national infrastructures
 Reduce redundancy and fill the gaps
 Improve the service by strengthening expertise through exchange

of knowledge, development of standards and protocols, constitution
of data bases, and joint instrumental research activities

 Promote the use of research infrastructures, especially for young
scientists from countries where such infrastructures are lacking



European Integration



EUFAR Consortium 2014 - 2018



EUFAR Activities



Networking Activities



Networking Activities



Transnational Access (TA)

• Provides fully-funded flight hours on an aircraft appropriate to the 
user’s requirements

• Plus limited travel funds for PI and others
• Open to users without access to those facilities in their country of 

employment
• Typically 10-15 flight hours per award

• Larger awards available on the low-cost aircraft
• Clustering of TA campaigns with each other and with nationally-

supported flight campaign
• Allows users longer time in the field to obtain optimum conditions
• Promotes interactons with scientists from other user groups

• Target for 2014-18 period to support 38 projects (428 flight hours)
• Calls for Proposals are continuously-open until May 2017. Visit 

http://eufar.net/projects/ta-application/ 



Aircraft Fleet open to TA (2014-2018)

Total funding allows for 430 flight hours, 38 projects

Potential users may currently submit EoI in TA via the 
EUFAR website



EUFAR website

http://www.eufar.net/



The 2015 EUFAR Survey

I. To evaluate the capability of the existing fleet in response 
to the scientific needs. 

II.To provide directions for enhancing the capability of the 
fleet. 

III.To outline strategies for the long-term development of 
the fleet. 

IV.To define forthcoming challenges in airborne research.

Questionnaire on-line from 20 November 2014 to 20 
January 2015 (http://eufar.net/cms/user-needs-
survey/ )

Invitation sent to everyone in the EUFAR mailing lists, 
and relevant European geoscience research Institutions

More than 150 responders



Contributions from…



Interest in more integration…



… and in RPAV



“I am interested in RPAV because…”

Much cheaper and more flexible than airplanes for small-
scale analyses.

Higher spatial resolution and higher temporal repeat rates 
(for the same cost)

Faster and easier to deploy, target-oriented.
More suitable for Lagrangian experiments.
Can carry small sensors complementing large aircraft 

payloads.
Can cover areas not accessible otherwise.

The legal framework is still under development.
Payloads can be not mature enough in terms of weight and 

power.
Coverage area may be too small.

“but…”



A complementarity emerges

Within the EUFAR activity we plan to organize a meeting 
on complementarity of manned aircraft and RPAV.

The meeting could be held in the framework of the 
II International Conference on Airborne Research for the Environment
Side meetings, to be held in summer 2017, in Germany.

This should produce recommendations in the EUFAR report,
to try to steer efforts and funding toward platforms adapted to achieve 
pertinent scientific goals.

“and…”

Manned aircraft and RPAV can work best in coordination.



Thanks for your attention and see you at the International 
Conference on Airborne Research for the Environment
(ICARE 2017)  conference in Oberpfaffenhofen (Germany), July 
2017.

… so if you are interested please send an email to 
f.cairo@isac.cnr.it
for further enquiries and information.


